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would not rest content with anything short of abso-
lute power, They insulted the Protector, who did
not retaliate, and they offended the generals, who
at once ordered their dismissal. The Rump was
brought back in triumph, but it had learnt nothing
from past experience, and proved to be as intractable
as ever. Assailed by it, Richard retired into that
obscurity from which he had never desired to emerge,
and a Republic of the old form was established
(1659). Its existence was soon ended. The govern-
ment attacked the Army, and Lambert, who aspired
to be a second Oliver, expelled the Rump once more.
For a short time England was ruled by the survivors
of the former Major-Generals.

But their authority was questioned even in the
camp and weakened by their mutual jealousies, while
in Scotland there was another army under the
complete control of one ambitious man. Monk
had watched the growing disorder in the south, and
now he felt that the time had come for him to
intervene. Crossing the border, he advanced into
England, declaring that he was the champion of
liberty. Lambert, who attempted to oppose him,
was abandoned by his own soldiers and taken
prisoner; Monk was everywhere hailed with en-
thusiasm, and petitions for a " free" Parliament
came in from all parts of the country. In London
the Rump was hastily reinstated, and while the
army of Scotland drew near to the capital, its
continued obstinacy roused indignation in the city.
After some hesitation Monk, who was already in
negotiation with Charles II., finally declared himself